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Event Summary 

The Special Needs Steering Committees of KFLA and LLG in partnership with the FASD Parent Action Group, 

FASD Action Network Kingston, Rural FASD Support Network LLG, The Catholic District School Board of Eastern 

Ontario (CDSBEO) and the Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic District School Board (ALCDSB) hosted a special 

focused meeting on Supporting Children and Youth with FASD with Re-Integration to In-person Learning. 

The committee members for this event were Margaret van Beers (KidsInclusive Director), Janet Carioni 

(Occupational Therapist, CDSBEO), Len Whalen (Coordinator FASD Parent Action Group & member of FASD 

Action Network Kingston), Megan Van Allen 

(Service Planning Coordinator – KidsInclusive & 

past FASD worker. Former Chair of the LLG FASD 

Working Group), Shannon Russell (FASD Worker 

KidsInclusive, co-chair LLG FASD Committee), 

Elizabeth Holmes (Rural FASD Support Network), 

Nicole Gray (Coordinator Student Services 

ALCDSB), Tabitha Lawson-Morton (KidsInclusive 

Data and Communications) 

The event was promoted primarily through the 

tables and our partner organizations. Participants 

were asked to register through Eventbrite and a 

zoom link was sent to attendees before the event.  

We had 108 people registered and 86 participants. Participants included families and almost half were 

educators from across our service delivery areas.  



Event Agenda 

9:00-9:10 - Welcome, purpose (Margaret) 
• High level overview of the morning. 
• Slides on each group – very brief intro to each 

9:10-9:40 - Update on Bill 172 (MPP Kathleen Wynne) (Update 20 minutes and Q&A 10 minutes) 
• MPP Wynne to speak on the genesis of Bill 172, why she wanted to introduce it as a private 

member’s bill and next steps. 
9:40-9:50 – Intro to FASD – What is it? (Len) 

• FASD is not one size fits all – brief overview of FASD in the context of today’s topic 
o Jacob’s story intro monologue -   Jacob’s Story - Monologue.MOV. 

9:50-10:35 - Presentation - Trauma Informed Practice & Family Voice (Janet) (45 Minutes) 
• Lots of great examples of what other school boards are doing. Align our day with what School 

Mental Health Ontario is promoting, with an FASD lens. Focus on Regulating, Relationship & 
Reasoning, less on academics. 

10:35-10:50 – Break  
10:50-11:40 – Presentation and Q&A from Educators (40 minutes with 10 mins Q&A)  

• Janet to introduce Theresa (retired principal) & Sasha (high school teacher and guidance 
counsellor) 

• Questions for our two educators: 
o What has their journey been like teaching kids with FASD? 
o Top 3 things that have been helpful building IEPs and strategies to support kids with FASD 
o What are the challenges communicating between school and home? 
o What is the starting point they use for a successful kick-off? 
o Can teachers be guided to talk to the parents – what strategies they use? 
o Who is the point person at the school for the family and a safe person for the student? 
o How do we include community partners in the strategies? 
o Is it helpful to have a connection with the FASD worker if they are involved? 

11:40-12:00 - Wrap Up (Margaret)  
• Thanks to the educators and families who made it to our event today. 
• Summarize and ask for any last comments 
• Remind about the post-package and evaluation 

 
 

Post Event Notes 

• Len has contacted MPP Wynne’s office and is continuing to promote the content of the bill as a PPM and 
we hope to see it go somewhere this time. A bill is much more difficult to pass and won’t go through until 
after June next year when it can be reintroduced. 

• FASD is harder for service providers because it’s more amorphous and brain based which means there are 
a lot of different needs. There isn’t one lead agency for it and all of us need to collaborate together and 
with families.  

• It was great to see so many different groups coming together for this and we need to continue to talk 
about it. 

 



Evaluation Summary 

We had 25 responses to the evaluation survey. Response rate of 40%. 

Did you find the information presented today on FASD helpful? 

100% said ‘Yes’ 

Did the presentation provide you with more knowledge on how to support the needs of children with FASD? 

 96% said ‘Yes’ 

What was the biggest take away for you today? 

So much helpful information from Janet! 

I appreciated all of the information and extra details regarding policies in place and the changes that are very 
necessary. It is always helpful to get new information from different perspectives and ways to support our 
students who are managing A LOT. 

Janet's presentation was informative! 

Learning about the process of being diagnosed with FASD. The OT perceptive and suggestions to support 
families. 

The need for strong coordination of care among service providers, caregivers, and schools. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the presentation from the OT 

For me the presentations helped to highlight the 'can't" not "won't" nature of behaviour when it comes to 
FASD. Just a reminder that the brain is wired differently and therefore children (and adults!) with FASD need 
a great amount of compassion and understanding. 

The way that the student (name forgotten) explains his struggles. It was interesting to hear form the source of 
what it is like to have a FAS diagnosis. 

Perspective! It is important to understand how individuals with FASD see their world. 

How great the response is from the community at large regarding FASD - knowledge, awareness, advocacy. 
What great capacity we have locally! 

As a family we are not alone in our struggles working with the education system. 

The need to stay consistent and alter things day by day 



The update on how the Bill works was helpful as was learning about the FASD workers in other parts of the 
province. 

Teaching strategies like consistent routine. 

I liked hearing from a secondary teacher about the support they provide 

I appreciated hearing about Bill 172 and having a chance to provide input with the 
group/partners/stakeholders. I feel embarrassed to say that I was not aware of the Bill or its re-reading etc. I 
also appreciated the slide deck presented by OT Janet Carioni from parent perspective. It was very insightful 
and informative. 

 

Additional Comments: 

I hope when Bill 172 is back as another Bill #, it does incorporate how e-learning is next to impossible for 
students with FASD. It was absolutely impossible for us, and it caused our son to become extremely violent. 

Thank you for sharing all of the wonderful information and insight! 

It would benefit classroom teachers to get say a monthly newsletter with FASD tips and suggestions. I would 
sign up for this style of newsletter. Personally I think we should have a PA day dedicated to learning more 
about FASD and students in the classroom 

Thanks! Always like to hear Janet C. speak about FASD. 

Very informational and well done. 

I thought that this was a very important and informative event - thank you for pulling this together. 

Really enjoyed the presentation on Occupational Therapy/Sensory. 

Enjoyed the school aspect, really like to hear actual people involved not just facts 

I found that some of the educators were still using learning theory language (i.e. "consequences" when 
discussing supporting the behavioural needs of students with FASD. 

The speakers were wonderful and I really enjoyed the presentations. 



I apologize as I didn’t realize that I should have read the Bill ahead of time to familiarize myself with it to be 
better prepared to offer feedback to Kathleen Wynn. This was fantastic opportunity. I greatly appreciated 
hearing about this Bill. 

Excellent and practical! 

 

Appendix A 
 
Bill 172  3/7/2020 
 

An Act in relation to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 
 
Preamble: 
 
There is a high prevalence of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) among children in Ontario, and the combination 
of deficits children with FASD face can make attending school a difficult and often traumatic experience. Despite this, 
many school boards have no specific strategy for addressing this issue, and educators often lack awareness of FASD. 
 
It is therefore important that each school board be required to develop a policy addressing FASD, and that teachers 
and early childhood educators be taught about the signs and symptoms of FASD, as well as how to appropriately 
accommodate these children in the classroom. 
 
Implementing these changes is expected to result in better academic performance and an improved school 
experience for children with FASD and their peers, and to contribute to many other positive social outcomes for 
children with FASD. 
 
Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, 
enacts as follows: 

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS ACT, 2007 

Section 43 of the Early Childhood Educators Act, 2007 is amended by adding the following subsection: 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 

(1.1) A regulation made under paragraph 1.1 of subsection (1) shall provide that a program in early childhood 
education shall only be accredited if it provides for training with respect to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), 
including, 

(a) awareness of the signs and symptoms of FASD; and 
(b) strategies to accommodate the needs of children who have diagnosed or suspected FASD. 

 
 

EDUCATION ACT 
The Education Act is amended by adding the following Part: PART x111.2                                                                                                                                   

FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER (FASD) 
                                                                    

FASD policies and guidelines 322. (1) Every board shall establish policies and guidelines respecting Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder (FASD). 

(2) The policies and guidelines must, 
(a) promote awareness and understanding of FASD; 



(b) include established and emerging best practices to support pupils who have diagnosed or suspected FASD; 
and 

(c) identify strategies for the identification of pupils who have diagnosed or suspected FASD and for providing 
accommodation for those pupils. 

Collaboration 
(3) Every board shall facilitate collaboration with parents and FASD Support Groups in undertaking the promotion 

of awareness and understanding of FASD. 
 

ONTARIO COLLEGE OF TEACHERS ACT, 1996 
3. Section 40 of the Ontario College of Teachers Act, 1996 is amended by adding the following subsection: 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 
(1.1) A regulation made under paragraph 19 of subsection (1) shall provide that a teacher education program 

shall only be accredited if it provides for training with respect to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), including, 
(a) awareness of the signs and symptoms of FASD; and 
(b) strategies to accommodate the needs of students who have diagnosed or suspected FASD. 

COMMENCEMENT AND SHORT TITLE 
Commencement 

4. This Act comes into force on the second September 1 after the day it receives Royal Assent. Short title 
 

The short title of this Act is the Education Statute Law Amendment Act (Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder), 2020. 
 


